THE 


PRESBYTERIANS © 0 


Not Guilty of the 


Unjuſt Charge 


Of being concern'd in the 


'MURTHER 
King Charles J. 


As appears by their Abhorrence of the then 
Proceedings againſt His Majeſty : Faithfully Prin- 
ted from the Original Copy, ſign d by Fifty Seven 
of the moſt Eminent Prefbyterian Miniſters then 
poſſeſs'd of the Pariſh-Churches in and about the _ 
City of LONDON. : 


WITH ? 


A VINDI CATION of Moderate Churchmen and 


Diſjenters, from the Alperſions caſt upon them in the Late 


, Addrefſes, & c. That they are Men of hs and 
Anxtimonarehical Principles. 
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' Publih'd to abate the unvarrantable Heats of 3 
Prejudic'd PARTY. 
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King CHARLES I. 


AlINCE it appears by the Addreſles, 
l and other Papers of the High-Church 
| Party, that they endeavour to caſt an 
Odinm upon the Moderate Churchmen, 
and Difſenters in General, as Men of 
N Antimonarchical Principles; and charge 
_—_ — the Latter, in particular, with the 
Murther of King CHARLES I. tis thought fit, 
in order to ſhew the falſehood of that Charge, to Re- 
print the following Vindication: of the Preſbyterian 
Miniſters, in and about London, from the unjuſt Slan- 
der caft upon them, as if they had promoted the 
j bringing of the King to Capital Puniſhment. 
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'A Vindication of the Miniſters of the Goſpel, in and about 


* —ê 


n 


London, from the unjuſt Aſperfions caſt upon their for- 
mer Actings for the Parliament, as if they had promoted 
the bringing of the King to Capital Puniſbment. | 


T cannot be unknown how much We, and other 
Miniſters of this City and Kingdom, that faith- 


fully adher'd to the Parliament, have injuriouſly 


ſmarted under the Scourge of evil Tongues and Pens, 


ever ſince the firſt eruption of the unhappy Differen- 
ces, and unnatural War, between the King and Parli- 
ament, for our Obedience to the Commands and Or- 
ders of the Honourable Houſes, in their Conteſts with 


his Majeſty, and Conflicts with his, Armies. I'S 
We are not ignorant of the over-buſie + entermed- 


+ This Reflection can- 
not ſeem harſh trom the 
Mouths of profeſs'd Pre/- 
byterians, conſiderin 
that the High-Church 
Party ſay many harder 
Things now of the Bi- 
ſhops, who are not for 
their Meaſures. 


reaſonably (as we con 


lings of Prelates, and their 
Party heretofore, in over-ruling 
Civil-Affairs, to the great en- 
dangering of Kingdoms, and of 
this in Particular, when private 
Intereſts, ambitious Deſigns, Re- 
venge, or other ſiniſter Ends, 
engaged them beyond their 
Sphere. Howbeit, it cannot 
ceive) be deny d, that Miniſters, 


as Subjects, being bound to obey the Laws, and to pre- 
ſerve the Liberties of the Kingdom, and having an 


* This cannot juſtify 


Doctor Sacheverell, who 


meddles with Affairs of 
State in Conttadiction to 
both Queen and Parlia- 
ment, and gives the Lye 
to their publick Decla- 
rations and Reſolutions. 


Intereſt in them, and the Hap- 
pineſs of them, as well as Others, 
may and ought, (without in 
curring the juſt Cenſure due to 
Buſie- Bodies and Dicendiaries) to 


appear, for preſerving the Laws 


and Liberties of that Common- 
wealth, whereof they are Mem- 


bers, eſpecially in our Caſe; when it was declar'd by 


the Parliament, that all was at Stake, and in danger 
T3 
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to be loſt. No, nor as Miniſtert ought they to hold 
their Peace, in a Time wherein the Sins of ulers and 
Magiſtrates, as well as Others, have & far provok'd 
God as to kindle the Fire of his Wrath againſt his 
People. And yet, for this alone, the faithful Ser- 


vants of God have, in all Ages, thro' the malice of 


Satan and his inſtruments, been traduced as Arch. In- 
cendiaries, when only their Accuſers are „indeed 


uilty of both la ing the Train, and of putting Fire 
10 "to Blow n * Kingdom. - 
An Ahab nd” his Sycophants think none ſo fit to 
bear the Odium of being the grand Troubler of Iſrael, 
as Elijab. Thus the P; iſp device was, to charge the 
Gun-Powder-Treaſon (had it ta- 


- * [uſt ſo do the Ai 5— 
ken effect) upon the Puritans - yer charge the * 


* And, if you believe Tertullus, Fumults and Rebellions 
even a Paul is a peftilent Fellow, upon the Diſſenters, and 
a mover of Sedition throughout the charge berg eh r 
World, a ring leader of a Sef, and own Miley their 
what not, but what he 18? Yea, 

Chrift himſelf (tho a friend to Monarchy, even of 
Heatheniſh Rome) is proclaim 2 

an Enemy to Cxſar, to open a . And as little do our 


w . High- Church = Addreſſers 
ay to his Deſtruction 5 by — for Her Majeſty, or 
: J 

their Malice, who never cared the Proteftant Succeſſion, 


for the Intereſt of Ceſar. + 
x Wherefore, altho* with ur, who have had experience 
of like Ulage, it be a ſmall thing to be thus Judged of 
Men, when we regard only our own particular Per- 
{ons : For, F they call the Maſter of the Houſe Beel-ze. 
bub, bow mich more thoſe of his Hlouſhold ? Yet when 
we conſider how much it concerns the Honour of our 
aſter, and the good of All, to preſerve our Miniſte- 


of all our Actinys (in reference to the King and 


Kingdom) for which we are ſo much Calumniated 


* 
* 
x 


and Traduced. Wo This 
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This we are compell'd to at this time, becauſe there 
are many who very confidently (yet moſt unjaſtly) 
charge us to have been formerly inſtrumental toward 
the taking away the Life of the King. And becauſe, 
alſo, there are others who in their ſcurrilous Paſquils 
and Libels (as well as with their virulent Tongues) 
preſent us to the World as a bloody, ſeditious Sect, and 
traiterons Obſtrufors f what all the godly People of the 
Kingdom do earneſtly deſire for eſtabliſhing of Religion and 
Peace, in that we ſtick at the Execution of the King, 
while yet we are (as they falſly affirm) content to 
have him Convicted and Condemn'd Al which we muſt, 
and do from our Hearts diſclaim, before the whole World. 


— a 


For when we did firſt enage with the Parliament, 


(which we did not till called 
Dr. Sacheverell and thereunto f) we did it with 
the High-C0) have loyal Hearts and Affection to- 
no ſuch Call; but, on the * ; agg tes 
contrary, are forbid both wards the King, and his Poſte- 
by Queen and Parlia- rity : Not intending the leaſt 
ment. hurt to his 'Perſon, but to ſtop 
nis Party from doing further 
hurt to the Kingdom; not to bring his Majeſty to 
Fuſtice (as ſome now ſpeak) but to put him into a bet- 
ter Capacity to do Juſtice : To remove the Wicked from 
before him, that his Thrane might be eftabliſh'd in Righte- 
oufnefs, which (we much fear) is the ready Way to 
the Deſtruction of all his Kingdoms. n 
That which put on any of us at firſt to ap- 
pear for the Parliament was, The Prepoſitions and 
Orders of the Lords and Commons in Parliament (June 
10. 1642.) for bringing in of Money and Plate, 
Sc. wherein they aſſur'd us, that whatſoever ſhould 
be brought in thereupon, ſhould not be at all em- 
ploy'd- upon any other Occaſion, than to maintain 
The Proteſtant Religion; the King's Authority; © bis 
Perſon in his Royal Dignity, the free-Conrſe of Juſtice , 
the Laws of the Land; the Peace of the Kingdom; and 
the Priviledges of Parliament, againſt any Force which 
Hall Oppoſe them, 6585 
And 


. Sa. / , 
. b 


Good, and labouring to free this 


And in this we are Daily confirmed and encon- 
rag d more and more, by their many ſubſequent De- 


clarations and Proteſtations, which we held our felves 
bound to believe, knowing many of them to be God- 


ly and Conſcientious Men, of Publick Spirits, zea- 


| romoting the Common 
louſly promoting + As our Tory Ad. 


- dreſſers and Sacheverel- 
Kingdom from Tyranny and Sla- + 4 


very, which ſome evil Inſtru- 
ments about the King, endeavqm d to bring upon the 
Nation. 7. 2 | 

As for the preſent Actings at Ve/tmnfter, ſince the 
Time that ſo many of the Members were by force 
Secluded, divers Impriſon'd, and others thereupon 
withdrew from the Houſe of Commons : (and, there not 
being that Conjunction of the two Honſes, as hereto- 


fore,) We are wholly unſatisfy'd therein, becauſe we 
conceive them to be ſo far from being warranted by 
ſucfficient Authority, as that in our apprehenſions 


they tend to an actual Alteration (if not Subverfion) of 
that which the honourable Houſe of Commons, in their 
Declaration of April 17. 1646. have Taught us to call 
the Fundamental Conſtitution and Government of this 
Kingdom, which they therein aſſure us (if we under- 
ſtand them) they would never alter. 

Yea, we hold our ſelves bound in duty to God, 
Religion, the King, Parliament, and Kingdom, to profets 


before God, Angels, and Men, That we verily believe 


that which is ſo much fear'd to be now in agitation, 
the taking away the Life of the King, in the preſent Way 
of Tryal, is, Not only not agreeable to the Word of God, 
the Principles of the Proteſtant Religion, (never yet ſtain d 
with the leaſt drop of the Blood of a King ) or the fundamen- 
tal Conſtitution and Government of this Kingdom; but 
contrary to them, as alſo to the Oath of Allegiance, the 
Proteftation of May 5. 16g1. and the Solemn League and 


Covenant: From all, or any of which Engagements, ws 
know not any Power on Earth able to ahſolve Us or Others. 


In 


| 8 
In which laſt we have Sworn (with Hands lifted 
up to the moſt High God) That we ſhall with ſincerity, 
reality, and conſtancy, in our ſeveral Vocations, endeavour, 
with our Eſtates and Lives, mutnally to preſerve and defen 
the Rights and Priviledges of the Parltaments, and the 
Liberties of the Kingdoms, and to preſerve and defend the 
King's Majeſties Perſon and Authority, in the defence of 
the true Religion and Liberties of the Kingdoms : That 
the World may bear Witneſs with our Conſciences of our 
Loyalty, and that w no Thoughts or Iritentions to 
dimimfh. his Majeſty Power and Greatneſs, 
And we are yet further ty'd by another Article of 
the ſame Covenant; Not to ſuf- 
This was not like fer our ſelves, dire@ly, or indirect. 
thoſe in our Days, who h, by whatſoever Combination, Per- 
wore to aſtve-Obedi- i 77 | be di 7 de d. 
ence, and acted contrary 15 wafion Ae, "50 OF een, 
to it; when their own or withdrawn from this bleſſed 
Intereſt came to be Union and Conjundion , whether 
_ 24. 1 ark wage — to make defection to the contrary 
Play it 2painſ * Fr Party, or to Side Our ſelves to a 
verment, becauſe they deteflable Indifferency, or Nentra- 
cannot have all the Places [ty in this Canſe, which ſo much 
of Power and Profit in the concerns the glory of GOD, the 
Hands of their Fa#ion, good of the Kingdoms, and honour 


for every one knows that 


the Heads oftheColledges Of the King: But ſhall all the 


at Oxon were among the Days of our Lives, zealouſly and 


firſt who Sign'd the Ao. conftantly continue therein againſt 
ciation to {i by the & 
Prince of Os , tho? all Oppoſition , and promote the 


now their Fa jon damn Jame,according to om Power againſt 
the Practice, all Lets and Impediments what: o- 
ever. And this we have not 

only taken our ſelves, but moſt of us have, by Com- 
mand of the Parliament, adminiſter'd it to others, 
whom we have thereby drawn in to be as deep as our 
ſelves in this publick Engagement. * ol 
 _ Therefore, according to that our Covenant, we do 
in the Name of the Great God (to whom all muſt 
give a ſtrict Account) Warn and Exhort all who ei- 
ther more immediately belong to our reſpective 


<< 
'» 
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Cha „or any way depend on our Miniſtry, or 
to whom we have adminiſter'd the ſaid Covenant 
( (that we may not by our Silence ſuffer them to run 
upon that highly provoking Sin of oy to 
keep cloſe to the Ways of God, and the Rules of 
Religion, the Laws, and their Vows, in their con- 
ſtant maintaining the true Reformed Religion, the 
fundamental Conſtitution, and Government of this King- 
dom, not ſuffering themſelves to be ſeduc'd from it, 
by being drawn fe to ſubſcrie the late Mo- 
dels, or Agreement of the Peo- 

ple *, which directly tends to a : „5 2 
the utter Subverſion of the {ance. of it) to be De- 
whole Frame of the flindamental ſtruive to the Being of 
Government of the Land, and eee Te. to the 
makes way for an univerſal To: le Lingam, in bee 
leration of all Hereſies and Blaſ= 1647, Lea, Condemned 
pbemies, (directly contrary herecotore by rhe Gene- 
to our Covenant, if they can ral, and his Council of 
but get their Abettors to co- War, and one of the 


. Soldiers ſhot to Death 
ver them under a falſe Guiſe 2 promoting it. a 


of the Chriſtian Religion) as 
| alſo in preſerving the Priviledges of both Houſes of Far- 
| liament, and the Union between the two Nations of 
England and Scotland 1; to | 
mourn bitterly for their own FS 3 Dag Mn ea 
Sins, the Sins of the City, by their Addreſſes. 
Army, Parliament and King- 
dom, and the woful Miſcarriages of the King him- 
ſelf (which we cannot but acknowledge to be ma- 
ny, and very great) in his Government, that have 
coſt the Three Kingdoms ſo dear, and caft him 
| down from his Excellency into an horrid Pit of 
Miſery, almoſt beyond Example. And to pray 
that God would both give him effectual Repentance, 
and ſanctify that bitter Cup of divine Diſpleaſure, 
that the divine Providence hath put into his Hand; 


. as allo that God would La the Violence of * 5 
i | | that 


— — 


187 


t bat they may vot dare to dram upon themſelves, and the 


Kingdom, the Blood of their Sovereign. 

And now we have good Reaſon to expect that 
they who brought us under ſuch a Bond, and there- 
by led us into the Neceſſity of this preſent Vindi- 
cation and Manifeſtation of our Judgments, and 
Diſcharge of our Conſciences, ſhould defend us in 
it. However, we reſolve rather to be of their 
Number that tremble at his Terrors who 1s a conſu- 
a 1 4p" ming Fire, and will not fail 

Lev. 26. Ezek. 17. to avenge the Quarrel of bis 
2 Sam. 27. Covenant, upon all that con- 

temn it, then to be found 
among thoſe who deſpiſe the Oath by breaking his Co- 
venant, (after lifting up the Hand) altho' it had been 


made but in civil Things only, and that with the 
worſt of Men. 


C. Burges, D. D. Preacher of the Word of God in 
St. Pauls, London. 


William Gouge, D. D. Paſtor of St. Anm, in Black: 
fryars. | 

Edmund Stanton, D. D. Paſtor of Kingſton. 

Tho. Temple, D. D. Paſtor of Batterſey. 

Geo. Walker, Paſtor of St. John the Evangeliſt. 
Edm. Calamy, Paſtor of St. Mary in Aldermanbury. 
Fer. Whitaker, Paſtor of St. Mary Magdalen Bermondſey. 
Day. Cawdry, Miniſter of St. Martins in the Fields. 
Will. Spurſtom, Miniſter of St. Fobn Hackney. 

La. Seaman, Paſtor of Allhallaps, in Bread-ſreet. 
Simeon Aſhe, Miniſter of St. Michael Baſmgſhaw. 
Tho. Caſe, Miniſter of St. Mary Magdalen, Milk-ſtreet. 
Nicholas P:offet,, Miniſter, at Fo ers. 
Thom. Thorowgood, Miniſter of Crayford. 
Edward Corbett, Miniſter of Croyden. 

Hen. Roboraugb, Paſtor of St. 7 eonards, in Eaftcheap. 
Arthur Fackſon, Paſtor of St. Michaels, in Wood ſtreet. 
a. Nalton, Paſtor of St. Leonards, in Foſter- lane. 
Tho. Cawton, Paſtor of St. Bartholomew by the Ex- 
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Cparles Offfpring, Paſtor of St. Ant holins. 
Sa. Clark, Miniſter of St. Bennet Fink. 
Jo. Wall, Miniſter of St. Michael in Corubill. 
Fran. Roberts, Paſtor of the Church at Auſtins, 
Mat. Haviland, Paſtor of Trinity Pariſh. 
& ow Shefield, Miniſter of St. Swithins at Londou- 
Stone. 
Will. Harriſon, Miniſter of St. Bennet Grace-Church, 
William Fenkyn, Miniſter of Chriſt- Church in Surry ; 
He was Condemn'd to Dye for King Charles the 
Second, who ſuffer'd him to Dye in Newgate for 
Non. conformity. 
John Viner, Paſtor of St. Botolph Aldgate. 
Elidad. Blackwell, Paſtor of St. Andrew Underſbaft. 
John Croſſe, Miniſter of St. Matthew in Friday. ſtreet. 
John Fuller, Miniſter of St. Botolph without Biſbo /. 
| gate. | | | 
V. * Taylor, Paſtor of St. Stephen in Coleman- 
eet. 
Peter Witham, Paſtor of St. Alban in Vood. ſtreet. 
Fran. Peck, Paſtor of Nich. Acons. 
Chriſtopher Love, Paſtor of St. Ann within Alder / gate, 
who loſt his Life for K. Charles. 
W Wallis, Miniſter of St. Martin in Ironmonger- 
ane. 
_ Tho. Watſon, Paſtor of St. Stephens in Walbrook, 
Vill. Wickins, Paſtor of St. Andrew Hubbard. 
Tho. Manton, Miniſter of Stoke-Newington. 
Tho. Gouge, Paſtor of St. Sepulchers. 
Will. Blackmore, Paſtor of St. Peters in Corubill. 
, _ Robert Mercer, Miniſter of St. Brides. 
Ralph Robinſon, Paſtor of St. Mary Vcolnoth. 
John Glaſcock, Miniſter of St. Andrew Underſhaft, 
Tho. Whately, Miniſter of St. Mary Woolchurch. 
. 0 Lloyde, Paſtor of St. James at Garlick- 
5 ithe. 
John Wells, Paſtor of St. Olaves in the Old- Jury. 
„ Benj. Needler, Paſtor of St. Margaret Moſes. 
MW B 2 Nath. 
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Nath. Staniforth, Mi 
Dowgate. 3 
Stephen Watkins, Miniſter of St. Mary Overies. 

Jacob Tice, Paſtor of St. Botolph at Billing gate. 
Fobn Stileman, Miniſter of St. Mary at Rotherhithe. 
Fofras Bull, Paſtor of North Gray. 

| Jonathan Devereux, late Miniſter of St. Andrews 
© Holbourn. 

| Faul Ruſſel, Preacher at St. Fobu Hackney. 

| Fofiab Kerby, Miniſter of the Word. 

| Art bur Barham, Paſtor of St. Helens, near Biſbepſ- 
gate. 


Theſe Men were ſincere in what they profeſs'd, 
and did it boldly without mincing the Matter in 
| the Face of the Uſurpers, and their victorious Ar- 


| himſelf, and much leſs to protect or reward them; 
F and tho* he had declar'd an irreconcileable Aver- 
fion to Preſbyteriay Government. T a 


chearfully as they proteſted, boldly 


| Join in the Faſts and Thankſgivings of Oliver and 
z his Party, contrary to their Principles, tho? perſe- 


Her Adminiſtration, tho' ſhe has exceeded 


all Her 
Predeceſſors in Kindneſs to the Church. 


R r——u yg 


N. B. The Original, printed in 1648. is to be 
ſeen at Mr. Braggs. 7 


That 


niſter of St. Mary Bothaw, at 


q my, when the King was in no Condition to defend 


ſuffer d, as 
for the King 
and Conſtitution, and ſeveral of em were Con- 
demn d to Death for it. They did not prevaricate, 
nor ſwear contrary to what they wrote or preach d, 
as Dr. Sacheverell did at his Trial; nor could they | 


; 

| cuted for it, as Sacheverel and his Faction do 
| now join in the Office of the 5th of November, c. 
contrary to their Doctrine of Paſtve-Obedzence, by + 
which they have rais'd a Rebellion againſt the Queen, 
and keep up a Ferment in the Kingdom againſt |. 


— 
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That what thoſe Men ſaid, was not only the 
Senſe of the Preſbyterian Miniſters in and about the 
City, but of all of their Way in England, appears 
ſufficiently by the Secluding of the Preſbyterian 
Members out of the Parliament by Military Force, 
becauſe Oliver and his Party knew they conld ne- 
ver carry their Deſign againſt the King's Perſon, 
and the Monarchy, while they continu'd to Sit 
there; for ſo reſolute were the Preſbyterians to pre- 
ſerve both his Life and Government, that their 
Intereſt carry'd it in the Houſe of Commons by a 
great Majority ; That the Anſwers of the King to the 
Propofitions of both Houſes were a Ground for the Houſes 
to proceed upon for the Settlement of the Peace of the 
Kingdom. And *tis remarkable, that they carry'd 
this Vote at the very Time when the Army was 
Marching againſt them ; and threaten'd them, if 
they did not Vote the King's Propoſitions to be un- 
ſatisfactory ; and that they were alſo under the 
Diſcouragement of being deſerted by 244 Members, 
who ſtay'd out of the Houſe while the Vote was 
in Debate, tho' the Doors were not then ſhut ; a 
Practice, as Mr. Prym obſerves, in his Speech of 
the 4th of December, 1648, never ſeen nor known 
before in Parliament. | 
When the Army came up, they were ſo much 
diſfatisfy'd with that Vote, and the Members who 
carry'd it, that they ſent ſeveral Regiments of 
Horſe and Foot to guard the Doors of the Houſe, 
and forcibly Seiz'd Mr. Prym, and other Members, 


as they were going to the Houſe, and pull'd Colo- - 


nel Birch ont of it, as he enter'd the Door, in the 
View of the Speaker. 

Upon this the Houſe ſent the Serjeant to de- 
mand their Members, and refus'd to proceed in 
any Buſineſs till they were diſcharg'd, which was 
Maney retag'd. This, as Mr. Pryynn juſtly ob- 
erves, was levying an open War againſt the Par- 
liament, and by Conſequence Treaſon, according 

Rs EO Ne EIN to 


. Jon, his Poſterity, and the Monarchy, it he did 
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to the Declaration, and Remonſtrance of the Army 
themſelves. The Members who were thus ſeiz d 
were barbarouſly treated, and kept Priſoners, under 
Guards, in publick Houſes, without any tolerable 
Accommodation of Diet. or Lodging. By this 
Means 20 Members were forcibly excluded, fo 
that there were not above 45 or 5 Commons, and 
three or four Lords, who were under the Terror 
of the Army, or in Confederacy with them, that 
voted the Treaty with the King to be diſhonoura- 
ble and deſtructive. 

Thus it appears, that the Trial, and the Murther 
of the King, was not the Act of the Nation, nor 
of their Repreſentatives, but the A& of a Party of 
wretched Men, who were as far from being true Pro- 
teſtants, as they were from being true Subjects; ſo that 
there's no reaſon that the Murther of the King 
Gould be charg'd upon the whole Nation, or upon 
any Party of Proteſtants of what Denomination ſo- 
ever, ſince it proceeded only from the fanatick 
Rage of a few Miſcreants, as *tis expreſs'd in the 
12th of Charl. ii. Cap. 30. 

Tis likewiſe known, that the Kingdom of Scot- 
land, where Prefbytery was then Eſtabliſh'd as now, 
rais'd an Army to ſet the King at Liberty, who 
was Impriſon'd contrary to the Treaty made with 
that Nation, when their Army deliver'd him up 
at Newcaſtle, on Condition that he ſhonld -be ho- 
nourably Treated, and nothing determin'd about 
him without the Conſent of the Parliaments of 
both Nations, and *tis as well known, that both the 
Church and Parliament of Scotland proteſted againſt 
his Impriſonment and Tryal, and labour'd all they 
cou'd to effect a Reconciliation betwixt his Maje- 
{ty and the Parliament of Exgland; and their Com- 
miſſioners at Newcaſtle, before he was deliver'd up 
by their Army, repreſented to his Majeſty on their 
Knees the Danger that wou'd accrue to his Per- 


not 
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not agree to the Propoſitions made by the Parlia- 
ments of both Kingdoms : But his Majeſty, who 
had all along been diſſuaded by the High-Church 
Party from accommodating, Matters with the Par- 
liament, was at that time unhappily prevail'd up- 
on, by at hot-headed Clergyman, let out of the Tower 
on purpoſe by Oliver, to reje& thoſe Propoſals ; 
and deluded with Promiſes, That the Army would 
reſtore him to his Throne on more honourable 
Terms than thoſe propos'd by the Parliaments of 
both Nations. Nay, afrer his Majeſty was taken 
from Holmby, by Cornet Joyce, with a Detachment 
of the Army, contrary to the Treaty between the 
two Nations, he continu'd to be fo far impos'd up- 
on by thoſe deceitful Promiſes, that he would not 
endeavour his Eſcape from Hampton- Court; nor af- 
terwards from Cari ſbrooł-· Caſtle, in the Iſle of Wight, 
tho” Colonel Bampfield had, by the Advice of the 
Preſpyterians, and others of the Kings Friends laid 
down an infallible Way to effect it. The reaſon 
of which, as the Colonel informs us in his Apolo- 
gy, was the Kings being perſwaded that neither 
the Parliament, nor the Army, betwixt whom there 
was then an open Breach could ſecure their own 
Intereſt, without including his, fo that the Colonel 
had no other Reward for thoſe good Services, but 
the endangering his Lite by the Enemy, and being 
Reproach'd by the High-Church Party, as a Preſbyte- 
71an, tho' he was not of that Perſwaſion. 

Tis alſo evident, by the Anſwer of the Commiſ- 
ſioners of the Kingdom of Scotland to the Parlia- 
ment of England, upon the new Propoſitions of Peace 
to be ſent to his Majeſty, printed in 1647, that 
the Parliament of Scotland thought the Offers which 
the King made in his Meſſage from Car iſbrooł- Caſtle, 
were very Satisfactory; and to ſhew how far they 
were from Antimonarchical Principles, they expreſ- 
ſed themſelves thus: That the King, bis Poſterity, 


and Crown, ſhould for ever be diveſted of all Right and 
| | Power 


2 — 923 
Fr * 
0 


— — — 


for if the Crown have no Fower of the Militia, how can 


(16) 
Power of the Militia, is different from oi Fudgments ; 


they be able to reſiſt their Enemies, and the Enemies of the 
Kingdom ,, protect their Subjects; or keep Friendſhip or 
Correſpondence with their Allies? All Kings, by their Royal 
Office and Oath of Coronation, are oblig'd to protect their 
Laws and Subjets : It were ſtrange then to ſeclude the 
Crown for ever from the Power of doing that, which by 
the Oath of Coronation they are oblig'd to perform, and 
the Obedience whereunto, falleth within the Oath of 1- 
legiance. And certainly, if the King, and his Poſteri- 
ty, ſhall have no Power in making Laws, nor in the 
Militia, it roots up the ſtrongeſt Foundation of Honour 
and Safety which the Crown affords ; and will be inter- 
preted, in the Eyes of the World, to be a Wreſting of 
the Scepter and Sword out of their Hands. It is very 
far from our Deſires, that Monarchy ſhould be at the 
abſolute Heighth of an arbitrary and tyrannical Power ; 
neither deſire we puſt Monarchical Power to be wrong d, 
and render'd Contemptible, but to have- ſuch a golden 
Mediocrity, as 1 may be able to protect their Subjects, 
and oppoſe their Enemies, according to the fundamen- 
tal Laws, and ancient Conſtitution of the Kingdom. 
The Commiſſioners of the General Aſſembly of 
the Church of Scotland did likewiſe, in the Name 
of that Church, proteſt againft the Proceedings in 
England againſt the King, the Houſes of Parliament, 
and the Conſtitution, as appears by their Papers 
printed at Edinburgh, bearing Date the 17th of Far. 
wary, 1643, wherein they have theſe remarkable 
Expreſſions : We plead not for Tyranny, or arbitrary 
Power, either in Kings or Parliaments, neither are we 
to own or juſtify any Man in his Sin; but we remember 
what Adverſaries have many times caſt upon both King- 
doms, and what both have oftner than once printed and 
publiſh'd to the World for their Vindication : Put if af- 
ter ſo many pnblick Profeſſions, and ſolemn Atteſtations 
to the contrary, the Foundation ſhall be razed, Monar- 
chy be deſtroy d, and Parliaments ſubverted by an ima- 
ginary 
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inary and pretended Agreement of the People 
A ;t won'd deſtroy the Leas and Covenant, and — 5 
the Adverſary to blaſpheme and inſult, ſo it cannot but 
be the Canſe of many Miſeries and Calamities to theſe 
Kingdoms. And a little lower they ſay, Were it not 
better to preſerve Monarchy, and the Priviledges of Par- 
liament, walking in the Middle betwixt Tyranny and 
Anarsby, betwixt arbitrary Government and Confuſion, 
The Parliament of Scotland concur'd with the 
Aſſembly, as appears by their Paper dated the Sth 
of Jamary, 1645, wherein they Vindicate them- 
ſelves from 4 Calumny caſt upon them, as if they 
had concur'd with the Proceedings of the Army in 
England againſt the King and Parliament ; and de- 
clare, That the Eſtates of the Parliament of Scot- 
© land, after diligent Enquiry of all their Members, 
© upon their ſolemn and pu lick Oath, concerning 
_ © themſelves and others, that they cou'd not find 
© that Kingdom, or any Perſon in it, had an 
* Knowledge of, or Acceſſion to the late Proceed- 
© ings of the Engliſh Army; in Relation to the King's 
© Perſon, or the Houſes, or reſtrain d Members 
thereof ; but on the contrary, as ſoon as the Scotch 
© Parliament met, and heard of thoſe Proceedings, 
© they ſent Inſtructions to their Commiſſioners in 
© England, founded upon the Obligations and Decla- 
© rations made between and by both Kingdoms, of 
which the Matter of Fact was fully expreſs'd in 
the Paper given in by their Commiſſioners to the 
* Houſe of Commons on the ö th of Jamary, to preſs 
* a Delay of all thoſe Proceedings againſt the King's 
© Perſon, the Prince's Right of Succeſſion, or the 
fundamental Government of the Kingdom, until 
Scotland ſhou'd preſent their Intereſt and Deſires, 
and in Caſe of Proceedings to the contrary, that 
© they ſhould declare their Diſſent in the Name of 
the Kingdom of Scotland, and proteſt, That as 
* that Nation was free from all Knowledge of, or 
; Acceſſion to thoſe Deſigns and Practices, ſo they 
N C * might 
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© might be free of all the Calamities, Miſeries and 
© Confuſions, which might thereupon follow to thoſe 
© diſtracted Kingdoms. The Church of Scotland 
wrote at the fame Time to the Miniſters of the 
Province of London to the like Effect. 

It appears alſo by the Memoirs of the Dukes of 
Hamilton, writ by Dr. Burnet, now Lord Biſhop of 
Sarum, © That the Preſbyterians in the Parliament of 
© England intended the King's Good, but were miſta- 
© kenin judging that the Parliament, wherein they 
© were moſt numerous, wou'd never be diſobey'd b 
* the Army, the Confidence of which was the Caufe 
© of their letting the Scots Army be ſent home, till 
© which time the oppoſit Party in Parliament couch'd 
© under them, but the Scots Army was no ſooner gone 
© than the Engliſh Army acted what had been projedted 
© before, but moſt induftriouſly conceal'd from the Preſby- 
© terzans. Memoirs of the Dukes of Hamilton, p. 31 4. 
_ Theſe Proceedings of the Church and State of 
Scotland are fo much the more remarkable, and a 
ſtronger Proof of their diſintereſted Loyalty, be- 
cauſe (as appears by the ſame Memoirs) the King 
did poſitively refuſe them the Satisfaction they in- 
ſiſted on in Matters of Religion. Yet the Duke of 
Hamilton, in his Inſtructions to Mr. Leſley, who was 
ſent with a Meſſage to the King, p. 32. acquainted 
his Majeſty, © That the general Aſſembly, and the 
© Miniſters from their Pulpits declar'd daily againſt 
© thoſe Proceedings of the Znghſb Army. 

It appears alſo, 4 344, that the Scots Commiſſio- 
ners, with 50 Horſe, offer d to reſcue the King from 
the Guard that was ſet "op him at Hampton-Court, 
but he refus d it, becauſe he had engag'd not to 
leave the Army without giving them Advertiſe- 
ment. After which they advis'd him to -retire to- 


Berwick, and aſſur d him, if he would give the Scats 
Satisfaction in Point of Religion, he was Maſter of 


that Kingdom, but inſtead of that his Majeſty re- 


tir d to the {ſe of Figbt, to the great Grief of 05 
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Scottifh Commiſſioners, who wrots to bim, that his 


going thither had diſabV'd them to ſerve, him, and 
expreſs'd their Sorrow that he had put himſelf in- 
to fuch Hands. They afterwards acquainted hin 
of the Deſign againſt his Life, of which they had 
Intelligence from the Clerk of the Committee, where 
*was refolv'd to make him a cloſe Priſoner ; and 
7 25 him again to ſatisfy the Scots in Point of 
eligion, which would engage that whole Nation 
in his Intereſt. They afterwards wages upon his 
Majeſty at the Iſle of Vight, after proteſting againſt 
the hard Terms, which the new model Id Parliament 
of England had propos'd to him, and notwithſtanding 
his Majeſty's Stiffneſs in refuſing them the defir'd 
Satisfaction about Religion, they there concluded a 
Treaty with him, to taiſe an Army for his Reſcue 
and Re-eſtabliſhment, which was accordingly done 
by the D. of Hamilton, who at the fame Time de- 
clar'd for the ſolemn League and Covenant; tis 
true, this had no Succeſs, but his Majeſty's Refuſal 
to ſatisfy the Nation in Point of Religion, did ve- 
ry much contribute to if, for that divided the Scots 
among themſelves. Nor did the Exgliſʒ Cavaliers join 
the Duke according to their Promiſe, with ſuch Num- 
bers as he expedteC, However, after the King's Mur- 
ther the Parliament of Scotland, upon the firſt News 
of it, they proclaim'd his eldeſt Son King Charles the 
II. as appears by their Proclamation of the 5th of Feb, 
1642 and engag'd in his Quarrel, but with as bad Sue- 
ceſs as they attempted to refcueand reſtore his Father, 
for which his Majeſty's own Conduct was chiefly to 
blame, becauſe the Nation ny convinc'd by too 
evident Proofs that he never deſign'd to perform 
what he had promis'd them, they were thereby di- 
vided, and by Conſequence difabYd from acting 
with that Vigour and Unanimity which otherwi 

they might have done. This expos'd them as a Prey 
to the Ufarper and his Army, which ended in a 
total Subverſion of the ON | Tj 
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"Tis proper here alſo to take Notice, That the 
Preſbyterians in the North of Ireland did equally de- 
clare againſt the Trial and Murther of K. Charles 
the Iſt. And it appears by all the Hiſtories of 
thoſe Times, that Oliver and his Party were under 
a continual Jealouſy of the Preſbyterians in England, 
| and not without reaſon, ſince they were known to 
'F be true to the Intereſt of the Crown ; proteſted a- 
Wo gainſt the Meaſures of the Uſurper's ; and refus'd 
| to Join in their Faſts and Thankſgivings, for which 
| Mr. Love, a Preſbyterian Miniſter, was Condemn'd 
| to Dye, and no Interceſhon could prevail for him, 
| ) ſo that he was Executed on Tower- Hill. Mr. Jen- 
kins, who died a riſoner in Newgate for his Non- 
conformity, was at the ſame Time condemn'd with 
him. Sir George Booth, a Preſbyterian, did likewiſe 
raiſe an Army in order to reſtore K. Charles the Se- 
cond, but without Succeſs, becauſe not duly ſup- 
ported by the Cavaliers. * 
When General Mont undertook the Reſtoration 
of the King, tis very well known, that he form'd 
that Deſign firſt in Scutland, whoſe Concurrence he 
was ſure of, and obtain d Money from their Con- 
vention for that End. He was likewiſe fo ſenſible 
of the Inclinations of the Preſbyterians of England to 
concur with him, that when he came up with his 
Army to London, he declar'd for ſettling a mode- 
rate Preſtytery, as appears by his Speech to the Mem- 
bers of Parliament made at Whitehall, the 20ſt of 
February, 1659, for he knew that the Preſbyterian 
Intereſt in the Kingdom was the chief Thing that 
could ballance the oppoſite Parte. 
When K. Charles the IId return'd, he own'd the 
Preſbyterians to have been the principal Inſtruments 
who reſtor'd himſelf, and the ancient Conſtitution, 
as appears by his Speech to the Lords, Fuly the 27th, 
1660, to haſten their paſſing the Act of Oblivion, 
wherein he has theſe remarkable Words, My Lords, 
If you do not join with me in exſtinguiſhing this 


fear, 
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© fear, which keeps the Hearts of Men apprehenſive 
of Safety and 1 ou keep me from perfor- 
* ming my Promiſe, w 25 if I had not made, I am 
© perſwaded, that neither you nor I had been now 
, I pray let's not deceive thoſe who brought or per- 
* mitted us to come together, And in his Declaration 
about Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, p. 5. he ſays, * While 
© we were in Holland, we were attended by many 
grave and learned Miniſters from hence, who we e 
© look'd upon as the moſt able and principal Aſſertors of 
© the Preſbyterian Opinions. — And to our great Sa- 
© tisfaQtion and Comfort, found them Perſons full of Af- 
© fetion to us, of Zeal for the Peace of the hurch and 
© State, and neither Enemies to Epiſcopacy, nor the 
< Liturgy, but modeſtiy to deſire ſuch Alterations in either, 
© as, without ſhaking the Foundations, might beſt allay 
© preſent Diſtempers. 

In like manner his Majeſty own'd, in a Letter to 


the Preſbytery of Edinburgh, which he order'd em to 


Communicate to the reſt of the Pre/byterians of Scot- 
land, dated at Whitehall the 10th of Auguſt, 1660, 
© That he had receiv'd full Information of their Senſe 
© of his Sufferings, and of their conſtant Affection 
and Loyalty to his Perſon and Authority; that 
© he was very well fatisfy'd with their Addreſs, and 
* with the Carriage of the Generality of the Mini- 
© ſters of Scotland in this Time of Trial; therefore 
© he aſſur'd them that he wou'd protect and preſerve 
* the Government of the Church of Scotland, as it 


* was ſettl'd by Law without Violation. This Let- 


ter was Counterſign'd by the E. of Lauderdale, and 
ſent down by Mr. Fames Sharp, who was afterwards 
made Archbiſhop of St, Andrews, and at that very 
Time laid the Plan to betray the Pre/byterzans in 
Scotland, tho his Majeſty had promis'd their Go- 
.yernment ſhou'd be inviolable. 

 *Twere eaſy to add many more undeniable Proofs, 
that the Preſbyterians in all the Three Nations did 


oppaſe the Trial and Murther of K. Charles, and the 


over 
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overthrow of the Monarchy, and we have King 
Charles the IId's own Word for it, that they were 
the chief Inſtruments of his Reſtoration. | 
Nor was it the Preſbjterians alone, but even ſome 
of the chief of thoſe of other Denominations, now 
call'd Diſſenters, who contributed towards it, by re- 
ſtoring the Parliament according to the old Conſti- 


tution, which Oliver and his Party had ſubverted. 


"This appears by the Lord- General Fleetwood's An- 
ſwer to the humble Repreſentation of Col. Morley, 
and fome other late Officers of the Army, wherein 
he declares his Judgment and Conſcience, what is 
the good Old Cauſe, and for a free Parliament, as 
the only Expedient for England's Settlement, prin- 
ted Nov. 8, 1659. wherein he alſo profeſſes his 
Repentance for concurring with thoſe who put that 
Force upon the Parliament of 1648, as abovemen- 
tion'd, and declares for the ancient Conſtitution of 
King, Lords and Commons, according to the Oaths 
and Covenants, which the Nations lay under. 
This is more than ſufficient to ſhew, That the 
civil Was was occaſion'd by the arbitrary Meaſures, 
which the High-Church Party put K. Charles the Iſt 
upon; that *twas they alſo who chiefly hinder'd his 
Mlajeſty from coming to an Accommodation with 
the Parliament, which wou'd have prevented his 
Murther, and the Subverſion of the Monarchy. By 
this *tis likewiſe evident, That the Preſbyterzans of 
both Nations drew their Swords in his Quarrel, 
and for the Reſtoration of his Son and the Monar- 
chy, when the Cavaliers, or High- Church Party, were 
capabl of doing little more than drinking their 
Health, or making ſome mad and petty Efforts, 
which did more hurt than good to the Royal Cauſe. 
This is enough to ſhew, That the main Body of 
the ancient Difſenters were never tainted with Au 
timonarchical Principles , but were always conſtant 
Friends to the Government by King, Lords and 
Commons; and as it appears by General 
WT. | eter, 
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Letter, even the Army, which had been fo much 
abus'd and miſled by Oliver, and other ſelf-deſign- 
ing Men, came at laſt fo far to recover their Senſes, 
as to concur in reſtoring our Old Conſtitution, tho? 
the main Body of em conſiſted of ſuch Men as are 
now call'd Diſſenters. 

For the Behaviour of thoſe who have been call'd 
by that Name, ſince their Concurrence with the 
moderate Churchmen, under the general Name of 
Whigs, to ſupport our Conſtitution by King, Lords 
and Commons, has been ſo evident, that Malice it 
ſelf can't deny it; for tho' they oppos'd Tyranny 
in all its Forms, during the Reign of K. Charles, and 
K. James the IId, yet it appear'd plain by their 
Behaviour at the Revolution, when they had a fair 
Opportunity to have declar' d for a Commonwealth, 
had rheis Inclinations led them to that ſort of Go- 
vernment, that they had no ſuch Thing in their 
Thoughts, but were the chief Inſtruments of pre- 
ſerving the Monarchy upon the old Foot of Britiſb 
Liberty, as they have been ſince of ſecuring it with 
due Limitations in the Proteſtant Line. Whereas 
ſome of the Leaders of the Party who now charge 
them with Republican Principles, were for filling the 
Throne with a Regent, inſtead of ſetting K. V illiam 
and Q. Mary upon it. | 
Nor can it be deny'd, That ever ſince the Revo- 
lution the Whigs have continu'd firm and ſtedfaſt to 
the Monarchy, and have been ready on all Occaſi- 
ons to defend it againſt Invaſions from abroad, and 
i Plots from within, while many of the Higb-· Church 
Party, who Libel them as Republicans, and Men of 
| Antimonarchical Principles, have been engag'd in 
both, and are now viſibly ſtriking at our Conſtitu 

tion, Her Majeſty's Title, and the Proteſtant Su 
ceſſion by their Addreſſes, and other ſeditious Li- 
bels. Tis probable they think by their Noiſe 
and Cant of Paſſve- Obedience, Church and / reroga- 
tive, &c. and the raiſing of a falſe Alarum, as it the 
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Government were in Danger by Men of Republican Princi- 


ples, to cover their own rebellious Deſigns, which ſo mani- 


eſtly appeat d in the late Tumults of their Faction; but they 
will find themſelves miſtaken, for every Man, who is not 
blinded with Piejudice, ſees plain enough that all theſe Things 
are a continu'd Series of Inſults upon the Queen and Parlia- 
ment, and that the Pretender is at the Bottom of their Plea 


for Hereditary-Right and Paſſive-Obedience. They have ru- 
.- in'd all the Princes that ever yet liſten'd to their arbitrary 


Councils; and by ſcrewing the Prerogative too high, never 
faild at laſt of bringing their Monarchs too low. K. Charles 
the Iſt himſelf was ſo ſenſible of this, that in a Letter to his 
Son, afterwards Charles the IId, writ at Newport in the Je 
of Wicht, November the 29th, 1648, during his Confinement 
there, he gives him the following good Advice among others, 

©1n this give Belief to our Experience, never to affect 
© more Greatneſs or Prerogative than what is really, and in- 
© trinfically for the Good of your Subjects, (not tor Satisfa- 
© tion of F avourites ) and if you thus uſe it, you will never 
want Means to be a Father to all, and a bountiſul Prince to 
© any you would be extraordinary Gracious unto. Heathes 
Chronicle of the Inteſtine War, p. 349. | 

Had the two Sons follow'd this good Advice of their Fa- 
ther, which was taught him by woful Experinnce, the one 
wou'd never have ſcrew'd his Prerogative up to that Pitch as 
he did, by getting Paſſive-Obedience ſeemingly enacted in the 
fifteenth Vear of his Reign, Stat. 2. Cap. 1. by which he 
made both himſelf and his Subjects uneaſy during the whole 
Courſe ot his Government. Nor wou'd the other have loft his 
Crown hy practiſing accordingly, and truſting ſo much to 
thoſe who pretended to teach and believe it. By this we may 
ſee what Friends they are to Her Majeſty, who, by their Ad- 
dreſſes, wou'd have Her to aſſume ſuch a Power as has ruin'd ſo 
many of Hey Predeceſſors; but *tis Her Majeſty's Happineſs, 
as well as ours, that ſhe is ſatisfy'd with the Preiogative 
which our Laws allow Her, and has too much Senſe, as well 
as Religion, to liſten to ſuch Advices as are contrary to Her 
own Oath, and the ſtanding Laws, tho? the Faction makes ſo 
bold with them in their Addreſſes. 9 
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